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G3 Placed, just missing by a neck at 
Saratoga: Earned over $228,000 on 
NYRA/GP Circuit

Extremely Consistent: “In The Money”  
in 8 of 9 Lifetime Starts (89%)

$250,000 OBS April Purchase (Hard Spun 
average $119,924)

Future Family Updates: 2yo colt by MORE 
THAN READY sold for $630,000 at the  
ARQ 2yo Breeze-Up

OVERVIEW



RACE CAREER OVERVIEW
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Steadied hard at the start when the horse to her inside broke outward, Luis Saez 
was forced to tuck back and go wide throughout. Still about 3 lengths off the slow 
pace and 4-wide at the top of the stretch, GRATEFUL closed resolutely to get up in 
the final strides ultimately running 44 ft wider than the runner-up who set the 
fractions and had everything her way.

In this impressive maiden win over an 11-horse field, GRATEFUL defeated future 
G1W VASILIKA and SW/G1P Kathy’s Song.

GRATEFUL really hit her stride mid-summer in her 3-year-old year and won her first 
condition against older fillies and mares in a $90,000 Allowance field at Belmont 
Park in July of 2017. Breaking on top, GRATEFUL and Manny Franco never looked 
back, setting the pace and taking the field wire-to-wire through the 1 ¼ test. 
When asked, GRATEFUL kicked away at the top of the stretch and despite their 
advances, the others just couldn’t catch her. 

1st by a neck, 72 Beyer, 9 ½ Thoro-Graph, X Ragozin

1st by 1 length, 84 Beyer, 10 Thoro-Graph, X Ragozin

DECEMBER 23, 2016- MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT AT GULFSTREAM PARK

JULY 3, 2017- $90,000 ALLOWANCE-N1X AT BELMONT

WATCH RACE REPLAY (SHE IS  )

WATCH RACE REPLAY (SHE IS  )

GRATEFUL ran 44ft wider 

Never Far Out 
of the Mix

Extremely Consistent 
ITM 8-of-9 Starts

Hard Spun 
2yo Av. in ‘16 

$119,924

http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=5&BorP=P&TID=GP&CTRY=USA&DT=12/23/2016&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=7&BorP=P&TID=BEL&CTRY=USA&DT=07/03/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_QLsEWR0Eg
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201707031645BED7/
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In the words of track announcer Larry Collmus, “Very slow into stride was GRATEFUL. 
She just walked out of the gate and gave them an 8 length head start.” However, 
Manny Franco did not panic and let Grateful relax at the back of the pack until 
the top of the stretch where she slipped through down on the inside rail and 
showed her turn of foot to burst in front of the leaders defeating MG3W QUEEN 
BLOSSOM, MG3P ACHNAHA and SP LILLY’S DREAM.

In her Graded Stakes debut in the G3 Glens Falls at Saratoga, GRATEFUL broke 
sharply and set the pace. At the top of the stretch, she was pressured by several 
foes and responded well to duel with 4yo G1W HARMONIZE, fighting gamely 
to the wire to just miss in a head-bob. GRATEFUL earned a career-best 99 Beyer 
for this effort and defeated 7 Black Type performers including G1W WAR FLAG, 
G3W ESTRECHADA, G2P/MG3P LOTTIE, G3W SUMMERSAULT, SW SWEET SANDY,  
SW/G1P SARANDIA and SP HAPPYNESS. 

GRATEFUL’s dam, the Stakes-winning, Unbridled’s Song mare GENEROSITY is a 
proven producer of runners with 5 winners from 6 foals to race with 3 earners of 
over 6-figures. GRATEFUL is the only filly to be thrown by the mare. 

The family also sports the chance for exciting future updates from GIFT (MORE 
THAN READY) a $630,000 buy from the 2018 Arqana 2YO Breeze-Up sale by 
Anthony Stroud and Matt Coleman- the 4th highest priced lot from the entire 
sale. The mare is currently in foal to the Hard Spun’s leading earner and the fastest 
winner of the G1 Wood Memorial in in over a decade- WICKED STRONG.

1st by ¾ length, 88 Beyer, 9 Thoro-Graph, X Ragozin

2nd by a head, 99 Beyer, 7 ½ Thoro-Graph, X Ragozin

AUGUST 7, 2018- $90,000 ALLOWANCE-N2X AT SARATOGA

SEPTEMBER 2, 2017- G3 GLENS FALLS AT SARATOGA

WATCH RACE REPLAY (SHE IS  )

WATCH RACE REPLAY (SHE IS  )
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More Than Ready
Hard Spun
bred to Wicked Strong

http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=3&BorP=P&TID=SAR&CTRY=USA&DT=08/07/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=12&BorP=P&TID=SAR&CTRY=USA&DT=09/02/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
https://www.arqana.com/videos/breeze_up_sale_deauville_12_may_2018/231
https://www.arqana.com/videos/breeze_up_sale_deauville_12_may_2018/231
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201708071405STD3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrUbxu_D7Cc


BY HARD SPUN

“Given the success of other Danzig sons as Broodmare-
sires, it can be expected that HARD SPUN’S daughters 

continue to be strong producers.” 
-Bluebloods, AUS 

While responsible for 22 Graded Stakes winners as a sire, HARD SPUN (Danzig) is 
also starting to leave his mark as an influential Broodmare-sire. His daughters are 
currently producing 13% Black Type performers including a Champion, 4 Graded 
Stakes winners, 9 Stakes winners and 5 additional Black Type performers such 
as Champion/MG1W GOOD MAGIC (Curlin).

http://bluebloods.com.au/2017/07/20/predicting-stallions-who-will-succeed-as-broodmare-sires/
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Please let us know if you need any further information.

SUMMARY

A G3 Placed earner of $228,250, GRATEFUL was a model of consistency, hitting the 
board in 8 of 9 lifetime starts. Out of a Stakes winning mare (Unbridled’s Song) 
she is already a half-sister to a Stakes winning earner of $356,000. Her immediate 
family also sports the chance for future updates from her 2yo brother by MORE 
THAN READY, a $630,000 ARQ 2yo purchase by Anthony Stroud. Not only does 
she come from a strong family of runners, but GRATEFUL is also by HARD SPUN 
who as a Broodmare sire is responsible for 13% Black Type performers and the 
likes of Champion/MG1W GOOD MAGIC. 

JAKE MEMOLO


